LINCOLN AND THE UNION
Congress passed a bill taking reconstruction out
of the President's hands and definitely requiring
the reconstructed States to abolish slavery.    Lin-
coln took the position that Congress had no power
over slavery in the States.    When his Proclama-
tion, was thrown in his teeth, he replied, "I con-
ceive that I may in an emergency do things on
military grounds which  cannot be done consti-
tutionally by Congress."    Incidentally there was
a further disagreement between the President and
the Radicals over negro suffrage.   Though neither
scheme provided for it, Lincoln would extend it, if
at all, only to the exceptional negroes, while the
Radicals  were ready for a sweeping extension.
But Lincoln refused to sign their bill and it lapsed.
Thereupon Benjamin Wade of Ohio and Homy
Winter Davis of Maryland issued  a savage de-
nunciation of Lincoln which has been known ever
since as the Wade-Davix Mcimfexto.
There was a faction in the Union Parly which
we may justly name the Vindictives. The Mani-
festo gave them, a rallying cry. At a conference
in New York they decided to compel the retire-
ment of Lincoln and the nomination of some other
candidate. For this purpose a new convention
was to be called at Cincinnati in September. In